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Blackstone
Watershed

*48 miles long
*Drops 438’
*475 square miles
*39 communities

) states




Pawtucket

Indigenous

. i%mjkstone River Watershed o § g‘gg %E(\zt;ﬂ ”/0(
YO, * Nipmuc Nation ) @

, , * Pokanoket Nation o
M * Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
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Indigenous Lands (Native Land Digital 2021)

PAKACHOAG - Centuries of careful land

WHERE THE RIVER BENDS KITTACU CK-SPEAKS stewardship with close ties
- | to the river



https://www.nipmucnation.org/
https://pokanokettribe.com/
https://mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/
https://narragansettindiannation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=morPl5sxtTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_b5eyxwRxM

ndustrial revolution & transformation

America’s hardest working r/'ver”
“America’s most po//uted r/ver

Slater Mill, America's first water-powered cotton-spinning A portion of the Blackstone Canal — created from and near
mill in Pawtucket, Rl (c.1790) the River to transport goods through 49 locks



While the water has gotten cleaner

Land Use Category
Urban or Built Up
RELATIVE CONTRIBUTION (%) REDUCTION OF B Forest Land
OF NITROGEN LOADINGS FROM  NITROGEN (N) LOADINGS WORCESTER == -
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES [2000 - 2004 TO 2013 - 2015 ] “" Agricultural Land
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NO CHANGE

N INCREASED 5% - 25%
> 25%
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ST O SR A ] At L PAWTUCKET
Reductions in Nitrogen Loading 5 10 i
2017 State of Narragansett Bay and Its Watershed: Summary Report




..current challenges are growing

WATER QUALITY CONDITIONS FOR AQUATIC LIFE
ACCEPTABLE . —~—

@ - 5YDCESS NTRENTS LEAST MOST
IMPACTED “" AND/OR BY LOW OXYGEN DEVELOPED DEVELOPED
e - TR

UNKNOWN
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...Climate change

Impervious Q

v ’ surfaces S
increased
oh (B -
temperature H@ nutrients
warmer
extreme ‘ Awaters
precipitation 6 ¢ ¢ flashy systems
& flooding

by increased
L drought Adrinking water
shortages




POPULATION CHANGE [ 1890 TO 2010

GREATEST GAIN - PEOPLE HAVE
. MOVED TO THESE AREAS

RELATIVELY SMALL GAIN OR DECLINE

GREATEST DECLINE - PEOPLE HAVE

MOVED AWAY FROM THESE AREAS MASSACHUSETTS

.and populations
are still expanding

2020 Census: Worcester is fastest
growing city in New England

Watershed is in the sprawl
frontier (Losing Ground)

Population gains throughout
urban and rural

4 r‘
SARONNET ‘ )

B
T
AGAN POINT

‘ o 5 10
—:—:Kmm

Bay Report 2017 = —_—ts

5

NBEP’s State of t

TN w2l 1T


https://www.massaudubon.org/losingground

Healthy communities depend on a healthy watershed

recreation &
tou rism

physical & mental
health

built infrastructure

nutrlents

flashy systems

& flooding
Adrinking water
shortages

4

transportation

municipal services
O )




mpacts are compounded
| ey & not felt equitably

* [ree cover

U " [ )ﬁ » * Flooding impacts
() » * Water quality

2.5 5

e Flgure 7/ from Needs Assessment Report EJ Mapping tool: https://tinyurl.com/4mb7mfkz



https://tinyurl.com/4mb7mfkz

Historic lack of participation/representation
in fundmg and projects

Boston
(o]

e

o
ew London:

Nantucket

Google My Maps
s 20miL__ | Keyboard shortcuts e

https://estuaries.org/snepgrantprogram/map/

"W London - - -1
New Haven Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, USGS, EPA, NPS L= i

https.//www.mass.gov/service—detaiIs/the—division—of—ecological—
restoration-project-map
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ESTUARY PROGRAM

* 2years

* 8 meetings

e 140 people

* 40 organizations

* 11 govt agencies




A Shared Watershed with Shared Goals
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Equitable access to waterways




Shared Goals

‘e

Maximizing effectiveness of long-term Culvert replacement

monitoring programs \
B USSR e SRR e- . S




Working together to achieve more

Blackstone Canal, looking toward the Stanley Woolen Mill

Fill in capacity gaps

Prioritize projects

Provide technical assistance
Regional funding & grant mgmt
Unified messaging

Centralized place to meet &
share

Celebrating successes



Blackstone Commons

The Blackstone River is a commons - anionaL
a resource shared by the community,
to be kept open and protected for

future generations.

BLACKSTONE RIVE]

WATERSHED COUNCIL
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Representing our watershed

» CMRPC Imagine 2050 Steering @ Y.L
1 MASS ECAN CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS
Committee Massachusets Ecosstem Keglonsl Flanning Commission

Climate Adaptation Network

» MassECAN Nature Based
Solutions w“'

» MA Statewide Climate Change et
Assessment Working Group

J» NBEP Steering Committee NARRAGANSETT BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM



https://www.cmrpcregionalservices.org/imagine2050
https://www.massecan.org/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/ma-climate-change-assessment
https://www.nbep.org/
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Taunton Watershed (RTWN)

U
Started 2014 ?

Formed after grant E .

brought groups

together

42 muni & 560sgmi = -
Hosted by RPA N
Meets monthly .
0-1 staff .
Comprised of NGO, .

muni, FP Ve
No formal board

mﬂl

A

RESILIENT
MYSTIC

> COLLAB TIVE

Started 2018
Formed when munis
needed to work x- g
boundary 7
21 munis & 76 sq mi
600,000 people

Hosted by NGO

Several FT staff

Munis only

Formal structure

A'& N/

B

Blackstone Watershed
Collaborative

e~
Started 2021
Formed after Report
ID’ed minimal
capacity
39 munis & 475 sq
mi (2 states)
Hosted by uni
1 FT staff
100+ partners
No formal structure
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Stefanie Covino
Blackstone Watershed Collaborative

Program Manager/Research Scientist ' . l...‘...'[
: e Blackstone Watershed
scovino@clarku.edu -

Collaborative
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http://www.blackstonecollaborative.org/

